Rock of Offense: A Stumbling Block or A Cornerstone of Faith

Isaiah 8:13-15 Sanctify the Loro of hosts himself; and let him be your fear, and let him
be your dread. 14 And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of stumbling and for a
rock of offence to both the houses of Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants
of Jerusalem.15 And many among them shall stumble, and fall, and be broken, and be

snared, and be taken.

Define - “Rock of Offense” Stumbling Block / Stumbling Stone: Any cause of

stumbling; that which causes to err.
Greek word for Stumbling Block: “skandalon” a trap, snare, any impediment

placed in the way and causing one to stumble or fall

Jesus is a rock of offense (stumbling block) to most because He represents submission
to the authority of God rather than the authority of man. In the days of His ministry, the
Teligious leaders and unbelieving Jews were greatly offended at Him because they
erroneously stumbled over the Law pursuing righteousness by good works rather than
through a faithful relationship with God as taught by Jesus. Little has changed with the
unbelievers of today. Most people are still trusting in their own goodness and even
boast of many ways to get to Heaven. Nothing is new under the sun. The land
continues to be a hotbed for self-righteousness and idolatry as men embrace the snare
of the philosophies of the world rather than the absolute Truth of the Word of God.

o

Vet Isaiah 28:16 Therefore thus saith the Lord Goo, Behold, | lay in Zion for a foundation a
stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall

\V  EVERYTHING MUST ALIGN TO JESUS - THE CHIEF CORNERSTONE OF OUR FAITH

not make haste.

Acts 4:11-12 11 This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is . 3
become the head of the corner.12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is 4\“ e

none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. 4 U’M ol
(Y
THE WEIGHT / STABILITY OF THE WHOLE SYSTEM OF OUR SALVATION IS IN HIM “? ‘\/J\g_’
\' e
Ephesians 2:19-22 19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but v
fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God; 20 And are built upon the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner
stone; 21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in
the Lord: 22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the
Spirit.
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Psalm 118:19-23 19 Open to me the/gates of righteousness: | will go intofthem, and |

will praise the Loro: his gate of tHe Loro, into which the righteous shall enter. 21 |

doing; it is marvellous in our eyes.
GOD ALWAYS HAS A REMNANT THAT WILL CHOOSE TO BE CHOSEN

Romans 9:29-33 29 And as Esaias said before, Except the Lord of Sabaoth had left us

a seed, we had been as Sodoma, and been made like unto Gomorrha. 30 What shall we

say then? That the Gentiles, which followed not after righteousness, have attained to W
righteousness, even the righteousness which is of faith. 31 But Israel, which followed LA
after the law of righteousness, hath not attained to the law of righteousness. 32 X‘,\
Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law. r ﬂ‘
For they stumbled at that stumblingstone; 33 As it is written, Behold, | lay in Sion a
stumblingstone and rock of offence: and whosoever believeth on him shall not be

? r e .
wL\’}7a_s_hﬁmed-é—’— Sin ‘Df“‘\ﬁf .SARMC (WICI\ y=vre not d°ln) He ﬂﬁ(} /4'?))
REBELS STUMBLE AT THE WORD - THE HUMBLE FAITHFUL BELIEVERS FIND MERCY

1 Peter 2:4-10 4 To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, )045
but chosen of God, and precious, 5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual \4‘"35

house, an holy priesthood, to offer Gp spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus

Christ. 6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, | lay in Sion a chief

corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded. 7 &— A‘f La™
Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient,

the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, 8 And

a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word,

being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed. 9 But ye are a chosen

generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew

eA

\\ forth the praises of him who hath called you out o arkness into his marvellous light;
\)) 0 Which in time past were not aJ)eopIe but age noW)the people of God: which had not
0 2 obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.
2yl
V)
'\/o b A PERVERTED CROOKED GENERATION WHO FORSOOK JUDGMENT

Deuteronomy 32:1-5 Give ear, O ye heavens, and | will speak; and hear, O earth, the

words of my mouth. 2 My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my speech shall distil as the) %S f't
dew, as the small rain Me showers upon the grass: 3 s\ S 'M‘
Because | will publish the name of the Loro: ascribe ye greatness unto our God. 4 He is VS
the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment- a God of truth and without
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iniquity, just and right is he. 5 They have corrupted themselves, their spot is not the Acll
spot of his children: they are a perverse and crooked generation.

——

This world is getting more wicked daily and the hearts of men are waxing worse and
worse, growing colder as they continually choose evil. Intolerance against God's people
and God's Word continues to abound in communities, universities, governments and in
the workplace. People hate Jesus. Those abiding in darkness hate the Light of the
World because it exposes who they are and where they are headed.

CHILDREN IN WHOM IS NO FAITH - THEY FORGOT ABOUT GOD

\__—/__‘\5
Deuteronomy 32:15-20 15 But Jeshurun waxedTat, and kicked: thou art waxen fat, thou

art grown thick, thou art covered with fatness; then he forsook God which made him,
and lightly esteemed the Rock of his salvation. 16 They provoked him to jealousy
with strange gods, with abominations provoked they him to anger. 17 They sacrificed
unto devils, not to God; to gods whom they knew not, to new gods that came newly up,
whom your fathers feared not. 18 Of the Rock that begat thee thou art unmindful, 750:\';
(} and hast forgotten God that formed thee. 19 And when the Loro saw it, h¢’abhorred g
them, because of the provoking of his sons, and of his daughters. 20 And ST will
o~ hide my face from them, | will see what their end shall be: for they are a very froward
ﬁl"d > generation, children in whom is no faith.

'VV
ﬂgdﬂld THE FAITHLESS STUMBLE / DESPISE THE THE WORD / LOOK FOR LIFE IN IDOLS

[’mb"v Ezekiel 14:1-8 1 Then came certain of the elders of Israel unto me, and sat before me.
}}’V |° M 2 And the word of the Loro came unto me, saying, 3 Son of man, these men have set up
12 their idols in their heart, and put the stumblingblock of their iniquity before their face:
should I be enquired of at all by them? 4 Therefore speak unto them, and say unto them,
Thus saith the Lord Goo; Every man of the house of Israel that setteth up his idols in his
heart, and putteth the stumblingblock of his iniquity before his face, and cometh to the
prophet; | the Loro will answer him that cometh according to the multitude of his idols; 5
That | may take the house of Israel in their own heart, because they are all estranged
from me through their idols. 6 Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the
Lord Gob; Repent, and turn yourselves from your idols; and turn away your faces from
all your abominations. 7 For every one of the house of Israel, or of the stranger that

. . . . : ¢
sojourneth in Israel, which separateth himself from me, and setteth up his idols in his FV’ J FH
heart, and putteth the stumblingblock of his iniquity before his face, and cometh to a ‘Lo (2“
prophet to enquire of him concerning me; | the Loro will answer him by myself: 8 And1 _-

will set my face against that man, and will make him a sign and a proverb, and | will cut
him off from the midst of my people; and ye shall know that | am the Loro.
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IS HE THE STONE YOU STUMBLE OVER OR THE ROCK YOU BUILD YOUR HOUSE UPON?

Matthew 7:24-27 24 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, a @ 0 E"’}’
them, | will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: 25 ARt

rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house;

and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. 26 And every one that heareth these

sayings of mine, ant, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his

house upon the sand: ATTdthe rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds

blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.

\¢ ;( Luke 20:17-19 17 And he beheld them, and said, What is this then that is written, The
“\J‘ \Y  stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner? 18
Whosoever shall fall upon that stone shall be broken; but on whomsoever it shall fall, it

{ ‘\ will grind him to powder. 19 And the chief priests and the scribes the same hour sought
( to lay hands on him; and they feared the people: for they perceived that he had spoken
v deg this parable against them.

2 Samuel 22:2-4 2 And he said, The Lorp is my rock, and my fortress, and my
deliverer; 3 The God of my rock; in him will I trust: he is my shield, and the horn of my
salvation, my high tower, and my refuge, my saviour; thou savest me from violence. 4 |
will call on the Loro, who is worthy to be praised: so shall | be saved from mine enemies.

Psalm 18:46 The Loro liveth; and blessed be my rock; and let the God of my salvation be
exalted.

Isaiah 32:1-2 Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in

judgment. 2 And a man shall be as an hiding place from the wind, and a covert from the nef/r
- n

oz

fowler, and from the noisome pestilence. 4 He shall cover thee with his feathers, and
under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buckler...
( 11 For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways.12 They) \

shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone. ¢l N

o TR P

Isaiah 61:1-3 Hear my cry, O God; attend unto my prayer. 2 From the end of the earth
will | cry unto thee, when my heart is overwhelmed: lead me to the rock that is higher
than 1. 3 For thou hast been a shelter for me, and a strong tower from the enemy.
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Sadly, most will continue to be offended at Jesus. We at Antioch Fellowship of the
Elect, by the grace of God, with the Saints around the world will continue to keep our
hand to the plow preaching the Word of God and the exclusive truth of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. In doing so, we have faith that many will believe.

EXAMINE YOURSELF - BE A PART OF THE SOLUTION NOT THE PROBLEM (SNARE)

Luke 17:1-2 Then said he unto the disciples, It is impossible but that offences will
come: but woe unto him, through whom they come! 2 It were better for him that a
millstone were hanged about his neck, and he cast into the sea, than that he should
offend one of these little ones.

Romans 14:13 13 Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge this
rather, that no man put a stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in his brother's way.

1John 2:9-11 9 He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness
even until now. 10 He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is none
occasion of stumbling in him. 11 But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and
walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath
blinded his eyes. (SIN BLINDS / HARDENS / CONFIRMS YOUR DELUSION)

THE GOSPEL IS WEAK & OFFENSIVE TO THE WORLD - THROUGH FAITH WE LIVE IT!
THROUGH FAITH WE PREACH IT!

1 Cor 1:18-25 18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but
unto us which are saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, | will destroy the
wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent. 20
Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God
made foolish the wisdom of this world? 21 For after that in the wisdom of God the
world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save
them that believe. 22 For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: 23

But we preach Chri i unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks
foolishness; 2¢ But unto them which are called, Doth Jews and Greeks, Christ the power
of God, and the'wi od. 25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men;

and the weakness of God is stronger than men.
- \
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